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Knitting, Kitchen, & More

87531 Christmas Valley Hwy
Christmas Valley, OR  97641

  Antiques & Vintage & Gifts
 WillowsTheThe

10 am to 5 pm, every Tues thru Sat

Laura Parks, owner

541-576-2199

Fresh attitude, fresh paint, fresh treasures...
IT MUST BE SPRING!
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Mark Your Calendar 

Christmas Valley Community 
Church's Annual Fall Festival  

Saturday October 19th 
See Page 5

 

 

Halloween Night
Haunted House 

Silver Lake
See Page 3

Christmas Valley LodgeChristmas Valley Lodge
Restaurant & LoungeRestaurant & Lounge

Restaurant
Opens 

October 15th!
See Page 7

Daylight
Saving

Time Ends
November 

6th

Ballots for the November General Election 
will be mailed out on October 16.  Remember 
that when one makes the decision not to vote 
one is relinquishing the right to complain about 
the government they are living under.

Vote By Mail Ballots

Fall Color is Here!

September:  What a Month
The summer has flown by but the heat 

and wind have continued.  The area, indeed 
the whole state has been inundated by fires 
in the forests and on the desert, and the fire 
season isn't over yet.  Resources have been 
stretched beyond thin.  Each time I drive 
over to the valley, regardless of which pass I 
travel, there are signs on the highway warning 
of "Fire Traffic," and then there are large fire 
camps too.

Fall weather is flirting in and 
out with a cool day or two followed 
by some pretty high temperatures.  
And then several of the especially 
warm days were accompanied 
by significant winds, and even 
the threatening storm cells  that 
passed through delivered little or 
no rain.  Needless to say seeing 
our state burn hurts.

September was also filled 
with activities.  The Park and 
Rec held  their final play day 

and a barrel racing competition, both were 
well attended.

I was lucky enough to qualify for the 
Western Zone Championships for Working 
Equitation with my super horse, Beach Boy, 
(that's his stable name).  He is a very well 
trained Haflinger and I am so lucky to be able 
to partner up with him.  His long-time owner  
was seeking a good home -See September pg.8
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By Marie Lee

Marie Lee

 INSURANCE

Jeff Hale
Health & Life Insurance Specialist

541.   301.   7740JHaleIns@gmail.   com

MAKING MEDICARE SIMPLE
Working with you every step of the way

Let me take the 
confusion out of 
TURNING 65

Medicare supplements
Medicare Advantage plans
Part  D  Coverage

Photos by Marie Lee

 

Often folks who visit 
Lake County Museum are in 
search of family information—
grandparen ts ,  o r  g rea t -
grandparents who once lived 
in the area. I am pleased to 
say that for the most part, our 
museum records have provided 
searchers with information. It is 
a double blessing when those 
family searches add information 
to our files.

A  p e r f e c t 
example was the visit 
of Tom Massey, and 
his wife, of Kent, 
Washington. During 
August the Masseys 
drove a circuitous 
route to Lakeview 
searching at various 
points along the way 
for information about 
Tom’s ancestors. 
They had moved 
hither and yon about 
Oregon and once took 
up homesteading 
during the early 
1900s in the vicinity 
of Arrow. What a 
coincidence, because 
I  h a v e  e n o u g h 
personal information 
about those old North Lake 
County settlements to make me 
a dangerous historian!

I was introduced to both 

the “Little House on 
the Prairie” books and 
Schminck Memorial 
Museum early in my 
grade-school years, and 
I haven’t stopped yet. 
Several years ago, I 
researched and wrote 
an article for a Shaw 
His to r i ca l  L ib ra ry 
Journal about early North 
Lake County settlements. 
During my years at 
Lake County Museum 
additional bits and pieces 
of information continue 
to surface. I find those 
stories to be a fascinating 
segment of Lake County 
History.

According to Tom’s 
research three different 

family units left from the same 
Willamette Valley community 
early in the 1900s to take 
up homesteads in the Arrow 

Family Search at Arrow, Lake County, Oregon

region. Their family names were 
Moore, Kerns, and Harding. 
Tom knew very little about their 
homestead experience except 
that Flora Kerns died at Arrow 
in May 1917 and is buried in the 
Silver Lake Cemetery. All three 
families eventually “starved 
out” and left the area. 

What would possess folks 
who were living in the mild 
temperatures of the Willamette 
Valley to decide to take up 
homesteads in the desert regions 
of Northern Lake County? Why 
would they leave an area where 
abundant rain falls on rich fertile 
soils? What made them decide to 
move from green grass richness 
of the Willamette Valley to a 
place where dry heat and dry 
cold was stirred by a continual 
wind blowing sandy topsoil 
from one spot to another? To a 

land where water was so sparse 
that the only trees were thin 
stands of juniper on distant 
hillsides?

Tom was searching for 
an answer to those questions. 
It is hard for many to 
understand that siren call 
for those lonely wide-open 
spaces.

However, reality is that 
to wrest a living from such 
land requires many acres—
more than a homestead 
allotment, and accessible 
water. While the promise 
of free land was the lure 
for those last homesteaders, 
history shows that very few 
had the funds plus the other 
wherewithal necessary to 
survive and win Uncle Sam’s 
bet thus earning one’s legal 

claim to a high-
desert homestead. 

T o m  h a d 
learned that one 
man worked in a 
flour mill. Where 
was that mill? He 
was amazed to 
learn how it was 
that most of the 
men spent months 
away from their 
families working 
to support the claim 
while wives and 
children remained 
on the homestead. 
A l t h o u g h  To m 
Massey left with no 
more information 

about his ancestors, he gained 
a better understanding of the 
courage and determination it 
took to undertake what sadly 
turned out to be folly for most.

On a completely different 
quest I drove out Arrow Gap 
Road this summer. 

T h o s e  l o n g - a g o 
homesteaders would be amazed 
to see that countryside today. 
Traveling north through Arrow 
Gap of 2024 finds a vista of 
irrigated farmland interspersed 
with clumps of farm/ranch 
homes, outbuildings, and parked 
machinery amidst groves of 
mature trees. Electricity has 
brought water from the depths 
of the earth to raise nutrient rich 
crops against Mother Nature’s 
odds.
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ANN’S STYLING SALONANN’S STYLING SALON

Cuts, Styling, Color, Cuts, Styling, Color, 
Weaves, Perms Weaves, Perms & More& More
MANICURES & NAILS

PEDICURES TOO!

541-410-6658

Open:  Thurs ~ Friday by Appointment 

Brow & Facial Waxing
60342 Fossil Lake Road You Don’t Have to Travel Out of Town

To Get Your Eyes Examined!

Optometric Physician Timothy Arbow, O.D.    
Will See You at  NL Clinic by Appointment

541-554-9888541-554-9888

4th Annual4th Annual

HAUNTED 
HOUSEHOUSE

Halloween NightHalloween Night

AtAt

The OldThe Old
Silver Lake SchoolSilver Lake School

Beginning at DarkBeginning at Dark

Admission is Admission is FreeFree

Donations Gladly Donations Gladly 
AcceptedAccepted

 

Family Search at Arrow, Lake County, Oregon

I was unable to get information about other Halloween 
Happenings in the area but traditionally there is a pretty fun to-do 
at the Fort Rock Grange and Christmas Valley hosts a Trunk or 
Treat near the Park and Recreation office.  Watch for posters and 

check Park and Rec's Facebook page for updates.
I know that the Christmas Valley Lodge will be having a 

Halloween party and I believe I heard a costume contest too.  I'm 
not sure if they have music scheduled.  
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Hey Folks,
It’s that time of year.  It’s dark 
earlier and  School is in session.  
Please slow down and give our 
children the safe space needed as 
they get on and off their school 
buses.
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From This Angle:

Comings and Goings

By Toni Bailie

 

Paisley lost 
a beloved mem-
ber ofour com-
munity when 
Martin Murphy 

died August 30 at age 74. The 
son of Edward and Dorothy 
Murphy, he was born into a fam-
ily that immigrated from Ireland 
and settled in Paisley. Martin 
was raised on a sheep and cat-
tle ranch. As a boy, he worked 
on the ranch with his father. 
His first horse, a Shetland pony 
named Chiefy, sparked a life-
long love for horses, roping and 
ranch life.

 Since the death of Edward, 
Martin and his son Brady have 
operated the Murphy Ranch. 
Martin realized his dream of 
raising and training quarter 
horses, becoming well-known 
for providing horses that any 
cowboy would be proud to ride. 

From This Angle: Martin Murphy

He also helped other ranchers 
when needed. 

Martin married Jan, his wife 
of 54 years.  His children, Kelli, 
Shanna and Brady, became his 

pride and joy. Raising kids, hors-
es and cattle weren’t what he 
did, they were his life. He cher-
ished his grandchildren, Sinjin, 

Kierra, Dane, Quentin, Logan, 
Katie and Everett. His family re-
flect his values and work ethic.  

Martin was a devoted mem-
ber of St. John’s Catholic Church 
and he served on the Paisley 
School Board for 12 years. With 
his wife Jan, he volunteered for 
the Paisley-Summer Lake Food 
Share Program

Martin was always willing 
to help his Paisley Community. 
Over the years, he and Jan host-
ed various Paisley School stu-
dents, providing a loving home 
during the school year for their 
nephew and other young people. 

On two occasions when wild-
fires threatened Paisley, Martin 
provided space on his property 
for the fire fighters to establish 
their headquarters and camp. 
His family, friends and commu-
nity will continue to honor his 
kindness, resolve in hard times 
and love of family.  

Letters to the Editor

The Community Breeze Political and Election Policy
Being a monthly publication, The Community Breeze does 

not print letters or commentary tied to political races and elec-
tions.  To do so is to short circuit a candidate's ability to respond 
in a timely framework.  We do accept paid  political ads and 
paid candidate ads and always advise rival candidates when 
their opponent(s) place an ad as a way to ensure they have the 
opportunity to been seen at the same time. So please take time 
to study the issues and have your voice heard by voting.
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Get to the Point for all of your tire and auto 
needs, North Lake Point S has your back.

Truck, Car, and Farm Tires • Auto Services 
After-hours Roadside Assistance: 541-420-3215

You work hard. 
We’ll work hard 

for you! 

L o c a l l y  O w n e d ,  N a t i o n a l l y  C o n n e c t e d ,  a n d  S t r e s s  F r e e .

541-576-2032
87180 Christmas Valley Hwy

PointSTire.com/NorthLake  •  Christmas Valley
(541) 576-2032

86908 Christmas Valley Hwy
www.PointSTire.com/NorthLake

The only thing you should worry about while driving, is 
where to next. Let North Lake Point S take care of the rest.

(541) 576-2032
86908 Christmas Valley Hwy

www.PointSTire.com/NorthLake

The only thing you should worry about while driving, is 
where to next. Let North Lake Point S take care of the rest.
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Bee-Cuzz You Asked
SEPTEMBER and the Bees

By Gary A.   Brain  Summer Lake Apiaries

  
 

 

The Breeze  a lways 
welcomes your recipes.  With 
the warmer weather finally 
arriving we are sure that many 
of our readers have favorite 
summertime dishes, many 
that are quick and easy, to 
share.  

You can email them to 
terryonitswayhome@gmail.
com and if you have a photo, 
send it along too!

Share Your Favorite  
Fall Recipes

 Did You Know?
Honey contains all of 

the substances needed 
to sustain life, including 

enzymes, water, minerals 
and vitamins

Well  here  i t  i s 
September already! 

What a roll-a-coaster of a year. 
Hopefully fall and winter will 
bee somewhat normal--whatever 
that is. 

I had some issues that 
prevented me from doing 
my normal inspections from 
February of this year until now. 
Unfortunately I 
l o s t  2  h i v e s 
but the rest are 
doing as well as 
expected for not 
beeing attended 
to. 

The  f i r e s 
were devastating 
throughout the 
state and from 
what I saw we 
should have a 
super Morrell harvest this next 
spring. I think I will have a 
somewhat normal honey harvest 
as I have started pulling off supers 
on the hives I have left and the 
Sage looks like it will bee in full 
bloom in the next few weeks so 
again, hope springs eternal. 

So, short-list of what to do in 
September:

Supers off, mice guards on! 
Mice tend to start looking for a 
nice warm place for winter. Don’t 
let it bee your hive.  

Feed, Feed, Feed. Two to 
one sugar ratio for your syrup 
unless you are planning on the 
Sage bloom. I add lemongrass 
and peppermint oils to my fall 

regiment.  I 
like the smell 
and the girls 
do too. It is 
somewhat of 
a stimulant for 
them to feed. 
If you use yard 
feeders, like I 
do, (these are 
the feeders that 
are not directly 
attached to the 

hive) bee sure to place the feeders 
w e l l  a w a y 
f r o m  y o u r 
hives as you 
may encourage 
robbing of the 
hive by Yellow 
Jackets. 

I f  y o u 
a r e  g o i n g 
to treat  for 
mites or other 
problems, do 
it this month.  

I just did a Formic Pro treatment, 
for mites and as of this writing, 
I will pull the saturated pad off 
Sunday.  Check to make sure the 
girls have enough honey stores 
for winter. Don’t get greedy! 
Remember 80 to 100 pounds of 
total hive weight is needed to go 
into the winter in our area. 

Do your first fall inspection, 
making sure you have a laying 
queen, and good overall health in 
the hive. Combine weak hives and 
check for mites or hive beetles. Bee 
advised the girls WILL DEFEND 
their stores! As I had to retreat 
while pulling off some supers, 
I have first-hand experience. A 
diligent use of smoke is advised. 

If you have bear 
issues bee on the lookout 
as Boo-Boo and Yogi will bee 
looking for a free meal. So far 
this fall I have not seen any sign 
of bear activity around my hives. 
Two years in a row! Keeping my 
fingers crossed!  Ductober is just 
around the corner!

Bee safe out there!

6 English Muffins
12 slices Canadian Bacon
2 cups Cream
8 Eggs
1/2 tsp Paprika
1/2 tsp Onion Powder
1 tsp Garlic Powder
1 tsp Sea Salt
1/2 tsp freshly ground Black 
Pepper
Fresh Chives chopped for 
garnish

Hollandaise Sauce   (Knorr 
makes a really nice packaged 
Hollandaise sauce mix)

3 Egg Yolks
1 TBSP fresh Lemon Juice
10 TBSP Butter, melted, still 
warm
1/2 tsp Sea Salt

•Separate English Muffins and lay them overlapped in a 
baking dish. Tuck slices of Canadian Bacon in between the Muffin 
halves.

•Whisk together Eggs, Cream, Paprika, Onion Powder, Garlic 
Powder and Salt.

•Pour evenly over Muffins 
in baking dish. Cover dish 
tightly with foil and refrigerate 
overnight.

•Next morning remove Strata 
from fridge and let rest at room 
temperature for half an hour. 
Preheat oven to 350º

• Bake covered Strata for 1 
hour or until a table knife inserted in center of casserole comes 
out clean.

While Strata bakes, make the sauce. Add Egg Yolks, fresh Lemon 
Juice, and Salt to a blender and blend at medium-high speed until 
lightened in color, about 30 seconds.

Lower speed and slowly drizzle in warm melted butter. Continue 
blending until all Butter is incorporated.

Adjust Lemon Juice and Salt as needed, then drizzle over cooked 
Strata. Sprinkle with fresh Chives before serving. Enjoy with friends 
or family. 

I love to make Breakfast Stratas. They make feeding a group so much easier!  You can get everything 
ready the night before and tuck your Strata in the oven in the morning. This recipe is a way to serve a traditional 
breakfast without the last minute work. It uses English Muffins instead of the traditional Italian Bread.

Eggs Benedict StrataIngredients

Summer Lake Apiaries

GREAT 
HERBAL
HONEY

100% 
Raw Unfiltered

Summer Lake Apiaries
smlk31@gmail.   com

Email smlk31@gmail.   com and leave your name and email for more information and pricing

GREAT 
BASIN

HERBAL 
HONEY

100% 
Raw Unfiltered

Summer Lake Apiaries
smlk31@gmail.   com

We have a limited quantity of varietal honey 
for sale by the bottle or wholesale by the half 
or whole case

Pure ~ Natural
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN PEOPLE’S LIVES!IN PEOPLE’S LIVES!

DRIVERS  NEEDEDDRIVERS  NEEDED

Special Transportation is seeking 
volunteers willing to drive their own 
vehicles and provide rides for people 

for: appointments, shopping, and 
social outings. 

We reimburse you mileage using 
the current IRS guidelines.  You 

will need a reliable vehicle and are 
required to provide proof of a valid 

driver’s license and insurance.  

Be a part of the solution!
541 480 3221
541 576 4683
541 219 9107

Hours may adjust seasonally

Full
Breakfast

Lunch
& 

Dinner  
Menus

87285 Christmas Valley Highway

A Great
Bar

Menu

Outside

Seating Too!

Darts
Pool

A Great
Bar
&

Christmas Valley LodgeChristmas Valley Lodge
Restaurant & LoungeRestaurant & Lounge

KAROKEKAROKE

Restaurant Opening October 15thRestaurant Opening October 15th

Restaurant
Hours:

6am ~ 8pm
We're Looking Forward to Serving You

541 576 4576

Every Other Weekend

Bingo Nights
Coming Soon!

Family Friendly

Asher Community  
   Health 
      Center

541 763 2725 ext 501

Christmas Valley Clinic
87520 Bay Rd. 

Christmas Valley OR

Main ACHC Office:
721 Jay St., Fossil, OR 97830

Walk-Ins Allowed

Visit us at: AsherHealth.org

Working to strengthen our 
communities by providing you 
with the very best healthcare!



Delicious Italian recipe of pan seared chicken with roasted 
eggplant, cheeses and in a light tomato wine sauce
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FlywayFlyway
TThe Lodge at Summer Lakehe Lodge at Summer Lake

The              Restaurant

Featuring
Local Beef

 “1875 RANCH”
 Hand-Pressed Burgers

House-made
Soups

Daily Specials

Homemade 
Fresh Pies & 

Custom Desserts

Specialties of the House!  
 Hand-cut Steaks!  Grilled Salmon & Fabulous Prawn DinnersWe have beverages

 to go including 

Beer and Wine

541-943-3993

Mon-Thurs: 5-7 pm
Fri & Sat:  8am to 2 pm 
  and 5pm to 7pm
Sundays:  8 am to ClosePlease Call for Reservations and to Verify Hours

Visit our beautiful Horsefeathers Gift Shop.    Estate & Collectible Goods & Books 

Reservations required for groups of six or moreReservations required for groups of six or more

HOURS

We’ve a nice selection 
of Oregon Beers and Wines

Premium 
Hand-Cut

Steaks

Seafood

BBQ

Pet Food & Supplies

Propane & Accessories

541-576-2999

87038 Christmas Valley Hwy.   
info@santasupplyco.   com

Tools & Hardware

ATV permits & gear

Come in and Check Out
our expanded Fishing and 

Hunting Sections

Santa's General Store

September
for  him - one where he would be ridden and end enjoyed and of 
course well taken care of.  I was looking for a horse to compete 
with and so a deal was struck.  I have a super partner.

The Championship was held at the Oregon Horse Center in 
Eugene.  Competitors came from near and far.  British Columbia, 
Montana, Idaho, Nevada, Washington, California and even Nebraska.

The photo on page one was taken during the Dressage phase of the 
competition.  For this show there were two judges - one at the top of 
the court and another on the side of the court.  I was lucky enough to 
ride under an international judge from Sweden and a highly respected 
judge from Southern California.  The both gave us very respectable 
scores and very helpful comments.  

On day two of the show we rode our ease of handling test.  This 
is judged much like a dressage test but with the added element of 
obstacles.  Halts are expected to be square and immobile, transitions 
need to be smooth and at the same time prompt.  Correct gates and 
correct leads are also considered as one transitions from one obstacle 
to the next.  This particular test was really quite a challenge because 
the level I ride at rode this test is a small arena.   Indeed when I saw 
the course map and noted it only had ten obstacles - a low number for 
my level - I thought it odd.  But when I saw the very limited space 
- even for just ten efforts it made sense.  There was very little room 
for error and a lot of potential to make a mistake and get disqualified.  
Happily  we made it through, not perfectly but again respectably and 
our scores once again reflected this.  

Day three was the speed trial and we had a great round and more 
importantly Beach Boy aka Beachy got to do what he really enjoys 
- Go fast and do the obstacles too.  Even better, they played Beach 
Boy music during our ride.  That really energized the audience and 
my horse.

I had a nice wind-down after the show and with the nice weather 
I decided to tackle a project I had been putting off.  Moving a lot of 

dirt so I could secure a section of fence that was not safe for the dogs.  
This ended up being a two day endeavor, and naturally day two, while 
quite warm had sustained winds of about 20 mph.  Oh what fun.

Yesterday, that would be September 28th, I decided to join in the 
fun of the Harvest Golf Tournament.  Serious golf was not the order 
of the day - not when teams could by as many mulligans (free shots) 
and strings that allowed putts that didn't reach the hole to miraculously 
score as if they did.  Our team had a blast but we sure didn't come in 
at 15 below par.  The catered lunch was very good and the auction 
generated a lot of really good bids.

After that long day I had to head over to the Lodge to get sighned 
up for Dart League, and then throw in an open dart tournament.  Signed 
up - rushed home - fed horses part of their dinner - rushed back to the 
Lodge played darts - went home and finished feeding - then Bed.



Christmas Valley Concrete, Inc.   
Dale Shumway

(541) 576-2218  (541) 420-2917

Ready-Mixed Concrete ~ Septic systems & Repairs, Rock & Fill Material 
~ Land Clearing ~ Ditches ~ Driveways

$75 Hourly Rate*                                    Septics starting at $3,800

Over  20 years serving  the Christmas Valley, Fort Rock, Paisley, Silver Lake & 
Summer Lake areas.   

*2 hr minimum   Licensed/Bonded/Insured   CCB #99796   DEQ #38347           
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Our Homestead In the Canyon
Now Succor Creek State Park in Malheur County Oregon

Authored by Ida Dutcher

 
Ida Dutcher

Succor Creek

Idaho O
regon border

BACK TO MARY'S WATER AGAIN:
There were always riders passing by and I would fix them 

something to eat as they were usually hungry.  It was a long way 
to the home ranches or a place to eat, especially after the sheep 
camps had moved 
out.

It was customary 
to stop and eat at the 
camps or homestead 
cabins.  The rule was, 
"Come in and eat 
and wash the dishes." 
Doors were never 
locked and food was 
left for anyone that 
rode by hungry.

After we were 
on the mountain awhile, we decided to move on down in Leslie 
gulch where it would be cooler and feed was better.  But we had 
our p problems there too, as there were many rattlesnakes.  And 
as the sheep would graze on the steep hillside the rattlers would 
bite them in the eyes, about the only place they could get at a 
sheep.  After losing several head we thought we had better go 
back to  Mary's Water.

We started out early in the morning to beat the heat as much 
as possible.  I was driving the team and wagon as I had done 
when we moved up on the mountain and I felt quite capable of 
handling the team while Willard drove the sheep and cattle.  But 
toward evening I hit a deep rut in the road and broke the wagon 
tongue  So, there was nothing we could do but stop for the night 
and repair the wagon tongue.  We had used all the water out of 
the canvas water bag, so had to make a dry camp.

When I hit the ditch, the little girl was sleeping in the bottom 
of the wagon bed and the sourdough kettle had upset on her head.  
Since there was no water to wash her up with, I had to clean her 
up as much as I could with dry towels but her hair was stiff and 
she had to go that way until we got to water the next day.

We started out again at daybreak.  This time I walked and 
carried the baby and drove the stock.  I wasn't about to take a 
chance of breaking that tongue again.

We arrived at Mary's Water quite early and I was glad to be 
back to our former home-site again and soon had the girl in the 
old wash tub soaking the sourdough out of her hair.  I got her all 
cleaned up, the washing on the line, and the tent all straightened 
up again.  It was good to get back to mu little stove and not have 
to cook on the campfire when it was so hot.  I had, however, gotten 
to be quite an artist at baking biscuits and cake in the iron dutch 
oven.  I would set it on a bed of hot coals and put coals on the lid 
which was made for this purpose.

Willard would ride out almost everyday to see what was going 
on around the country.  The sheep were not much trouble to watch 
there as they would graze awhile in the cool of the morning, then 
come in and lay in the shade until evening again.

I would put the little ones down for their nap and walk down 
in front of the tent where there was quite a flat and look for Indian 
arrow heads and found many nice ones of many shapes and sizes.

Another day when I was doing my morning's work I heard 
the sheep bells and the sheep were coming on the run.  I walked 
up to to where I could see what had scared them and saw a coyote 

killing one of our big lambs.  I walked near and waved my apron 
trying to scare it away but it didn't run until I was really near.  It 
finally ran but sure hated to give up its breakfast.

I dragged the 
lamb down to the 
camp and dressed it 
out.  The coyote h 
ad done a good job 
of cutting its throat.  
So, we, instead of the 
coyote, at the mutton.

Wi l l a r d  h a d 
permission from the 
sheep men to skin 
any of the sheep that 
had died on the bed 

grounds or range and as wool was at a good price, that was our 
source of income.

We had learned by this time that the land at Mary's Water 
was un-surveyed land and could not be homesteaded until such 
time as it would be surveyed.  There was no way of knowing 
when that would be.  A few days after we learned this, Willard 
was riding and discovered Succor Creek Canyon and was told it 
could be homesteaded.  when he rode in that night, he told me to 
start packing as we were going to move down in the canyon and 
would leave real early the next morning.  It was the middle of 
August and plenty hot.

I was afraid to drive the wagon after breaking the wagon 
tongue on our last trip, so I chose to drive the sheep and cows.  

August, 2024 begins the 
serialization of Ida Dutcher's little 
book, "Our Homestead In the 
Canyon: Now Succor Creek State 
Park" in Malheur County, Oregon.

The book was first printed in 
1970 when Mrs. Dutcher was 78 years old and 
shares her memories of homesteading during 
the early years of her marriage.  

We hope you enjoy the read as much as 
we did.  The book has many photos which we 
will share but because of their age they will 
not be crisp.

Continued
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Zimmatic Sales and Service

Monday-Friday
8 am - 5 pm
Phone: 541-576-2206
Fax: 541-576-2702
CCB #45220

Call the Local Guys FIRST!Call the Local Guys FIRST!

Handde PumpHandde Pump
& Electric, Inc.  & Electric, Inc.   

• Huge selection of Plumbing &    

Electrical Supplies

• Sinks, faucets, water heaters,    

pressure tanks

• Galvanized, ABS, CPVC            

fittings and tools

Located on the Highway in the Heart of Christmas Valley

• Lumber including 

plywood

•  Fencing Supplies

• Landscaping pavers,               

  & more

The Prospector and his writing travel a path that has many curves and bends along the way, but in the end an interesting destination is reached.   
  So spend a little time mulling over the journey and if you are curious like me, you may find yourself getting ready to do a little exploring.   

By The Prospector

Scattered about in the 
western part of North America 
are remains of many Spanish 
vineyards.  These areas are 
usually flat sections of ground 
which can be readily identified 
by mounds ranging in size from 
ten feet across at the base and 
three feet high, to twenty feet 
across aat the vase and six to 
eight feet in height.

H i l l ock  p l an t i ng  o f 
grapevine is an ancient practice 
in the semi-arid regions of 

Europe.  Egypt also had 
grapevines on mounds several 
centuries ago.  scientists have 
labeled the vineyard mounds as 
everything from glacier 'humps, 
to prairie dog burrows and even 
prehistoric fish nests and hog 
wallows.  

A recent archaeologist who 
viewed theses mounds in Egypt 
chose not to believe the handed-
down  oral history stories of 
local Egyptians who said that 
they were vineyards of their 
ancestors.  Instead, his scientific 

report indicated the mounds 
were created by glacial action.

In some vineyards in Spain 
vines are still grown  on a 
mound.  Undoubtedly the 
reason for this practice is that 
in irrigating the field, the fruit 
of the vine isn't lying in water 
rotting.  The earth hump acts as 
a huge wick to draw moisture 
up to the vine roots.  The mound 
of soil in such cases takes the 
place of trellis for the vine.

There are many places 
where the old earth hummock 
vineyards can still be seen.  One 
of the most interesting of the 
Spanish vineyards remaining 
in north America is located in 
northwest Washington State, a 
few miles southwest of the city 
of Olympia and not far from 
the town of Littlerock. This old 
"vinedo" covers several hundred 
acres and contains hundreds of 
vine mounds.  Most likely, this 
large grape-growing area was 
the accomplishment of some 
hardworking padres and their 
mission charges.  Called the 
Mima Mounds, these grapevine 
"wicks" averaged about twenty 
feet across a the base and at five 
to six feet in height.

Another large ancient 
vineyard area is near Yakima 

Washington.  Ironically, new 
vineyards are being planted in 
the Yakima district, their owners 
believing that are pioneering the 
industry there.

Many years ago two very 
reliable prospectors (on two 
separate occasions) asked me 
about muounds such as I have 
described which they observed 
in the Valley Falls area.  

Crooked Creek that flows 
out of Lake Abert looks like a 
good vineyard prospect.  Why?  
You need flat land with available 
water that can be controlled for 
irrigation purposes.

My prospecting buddy's 
are off to new diggins at the 
'Elderado in The Sky' and are 
unable to help so I am asking 
you for your help.  If you know 
of mounds in the Valley Falls 
area or any area here in Lake 
County, please let the staff at 
the Community Breeze know, 
and I will follow up.

Once a vineyard can be 
located, new discoveries can 
be based on the understanding 
that certain building had to be 
constructed.  

I don't want tot get the 
cart ahead of the horse, so 
we will wait till we find a 
vineyard here in Lake County. 

VINEYARD MOUNDS
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CV Boosters - 2nd Mon at 7pm at Booster Building
CV/NL Chamber of Commerce - quarterly (watch for posters)
CV Fire Board - 2rd Tuesday at 6pm at The CVFire Hall
NL Park & Rec - 2nd Tues at 9am at The Community Hall
CV Water Board - 2nd Wed at 6 pm at District office
NLEMS - 1st Tuesday of the month at 7pm
FT Rock Grange - 2nd Wed at 6:30pm at Grange
Ft Rock Historical Society - 2nd Tues-10am at the Museum 
NL Health District - 1st Mon at 5:30 pm at the Clinic 
North lake School dist: - 2nd Monday at School Library

Public Meetings

Across
1. South Florida city
6. Stars and Stripes
10. Italian wine region
14. Movie award
15. Bell-shaped flower
16. Once __ a time
17. Physicist's fanciful quest
20. Appear to be
21. Gumbo vegetable
22. Mom's sisters
23. Mem. of the bar
25. Real-estate ad abbr.
27. Bike-wheel parts
30. Adversary
31. Astronaut Armstrong
35. Wigwam relative
36. Thanksgiving meal
38. Orange drink
39. Whodunit plot element
42. __ for the course
43. Sedately dignified
44. Hay processing machine
45. Thick piece
47. Dirt + water
48. Like B.B. King's music
49. Supermarket shopper's reference
51. Borscht ingredient

52. Military decoration
55. Tahiti, for one
57. Line on a 49 Across
61. Newlyweds' pledge
64. Go up
65. On the summit of
66. __ Sound (Washington State  
       water)
67. Moose relatives
68. Poisonous snakes
69. In unison

Down
1. Floor-washing tools
2. Phrase of understanding
3. Farmland unit
4. Cartographer
5. Anger
6. Happening by accident
7. Fib teller
8. Train conductor's cry
9. Exercise locale
10. Harvest season
11. Rotate
12. Whistle sound
13. Quaint hotels
18. High-chair users
19. Rowboat implement

24. Promgoers
26. Arnaz of early TV
27. Stairway parts
28. Rose leaf
29. "The Magic Flute", e.g.
30. Foul-smelling
32. Hawk relative
33. Just hangs around
34. Suspicious
36. Certain woodwind players
37. Dining-room furniture
40. S&L conveniences
41. Captain Nemo's submarine

46. Loud noises
48. Existed
50. Under the weather
51. Radar-screen images
52. Insignificant
53. Diabolical
54. Work station
56. Halt
58. One way to order lunch
59. Equalize
60. Parcel (out)
62. Org. for motorists
63. College student stat.
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YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR AUTO PARTS - LOCALLY OWNED FOR 40YEARS!

Offers good
October 1 - 31

Reserve on-line ~ Pick up in store  NAPAonline.com


